informed apart from, the history of furniture ; for he was much less of a reader than Miraud. But he had a vague impression that, long before they had a right to vote, the working people had once had a right to create ; and it was to this quite implicit throw-back of his to the Middle Ages, of which he did not even attempt to form an idea for himself and whose very name was suspect to him, that his syndicalist faith nevertheless owed all that was warm-blooded and real in it.
Miraud, on the other hand, while he was quite close to him so far as the formula of his convictions went, was much more attached, in the feeling which he put into them, to the more recent democratic tradition. The thinkers who had founded it remained, in his eyes, the prophets of a better future. Though he was far from being satisfied with the period in which he lived, it was upon the accentuation of certain of its own leading tendencies that he counted; and the picture of the society of to-morrow which he made up for himself was not so very far removed from the ideal that his period itself was pleased to proclaim whenever it let itself go, through the mouths of its politicians, in effusions which were only barely lies.
A more equitable distribution of wealth and power; more satisfactory methods of recruiting leaders of all categories ; the suppression of parasites ; safeguards against the greed and trickery of individuals, aimed at preventing the fruits of labour from being turned to the profit of the few — Victor Miraud would not have demanded much more from the Republic before giving it, once again, the confidence which had been given to it by his father* Augustin Miraud, rioter of '48.

